
 

 
 

 
 

Advent 3 
December 17, 2025 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
Milbank, South Dakota 

 
Welcome to Emanuel 
We warmly welcome all who join us in worship today, especially our visitors.  We invite you 
to join us again and encourage you to sign our guest book and the friendship records in the 
pews.  
 
 

Emanuel Lutheran Church shares the love of God the Father, by proclaiming the Gospel of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit, showing love for all people, lending a 
helping hand to those in need, and equipping God’s people for ministry. 
 

 



OPENING HYMN   “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” LSB  358 (Vs. 1-8) 
  (Please rise on the last verse) 
 
THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
P:  The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P:  All those who wait His appearance pray: 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P:  The whole creation pleads: 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
HYMN OF LIGHT       LSB 891 
  

 

 

 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944 
Tune: Clement C. Scholefield, 1839–1904 
Text: © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004870 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 



P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P:  Let us pray.  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten 
our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, 
Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. 
 
THE EVENING PSALM (from Psalm 141) 
      Let my prayer rise before You as incense; 
 the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
      O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly. 
 Hear my voice when I cry to You. 
      Let my prayer rise before You as incense; 
 the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
      Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord; 
 and guard the door of my lips. 
      Let not my heart incline to any evil thing, 
 let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. 
      But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take refuge. 
 Strip me not of my life. 
      Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
      As it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 
      Let my prayer rise before You as incense; 
 the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.    

(Please be seated.) 
 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Old Testament:   Isaiah 9:1-7 
 1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in 



darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 
shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and the 
staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For every 
boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel 
for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Epistle:   Romans 7:7-8:1 
 7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the 
law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, 
“You shall not covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me 
all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, 
but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10The very commandment that 
promised life proved to be death to me. 11For sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12So the law is holy, and the commandment 
is holy and righteous and good. 13Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It 
was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, 
and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14For we know that the law 
is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not 
do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, 
that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the 
ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on 
doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  
21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law 
of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I 
am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

Holy Gospel:   Luke 2:22-35  (Please rise for the Gospel) 
 22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice 



according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And his father and his 
mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.” 

P: In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.  
 
SERMON HYMN   “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”        LSB  358 (Vs. 9-15) 
 
SERMON  
OFFERING 
MAGNIFICAT                                                                              LSB 933 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004870 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
THE LITANY PRAYERS  (Please rise) 
The Litany will be sung according to the following musical form.  The congregation’s 
response will begin just as the Pastor’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both the Pastor and the congregation.  (Note: on the last 
congregational response the congregation follows the same pattern but sings 
“Thanks be to God”). 
 
P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for  
      the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 



C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray  
      to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let  
      us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they  
      may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For those who work to bring peace, justice, and protection in this and every  
     place, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,  
      those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from  
      the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for  
     peaceful times let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, [petitions included  
      here], let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to  
      the Lord. 



C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 (Silence for meditation – when the Liturgy continues it is spoken) 
 
P:  Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 
     another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord. 
C:  To You, O Lord. 
 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P:  Let us pray.  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
     all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
     that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments; and also that we, being 
     defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 
     the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the  
     Holy Spirit, God forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily      
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

      against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; For 
      Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
P:  Let us bless the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
P:  The Almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
      and preserve you. C:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN        “Joy to the World”                         LSB 387  
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