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A Pastor’s Perspective On His Vocation

Nearly fwenty years ago, not long after my ordination an installation as a pastor in Minnesota,
Karrie, the boys, and | were down at my aunt & uncle’s home in Vermillion. Now, most of my family
(on my father’'s side) are professional people. Most of them are or were pharmacists (my dad,
grandpa, great-grandpa, aunt, uncle & 2 cousins). My brother was a pharmaceutical representative. |
also have 3 cousins (and a cousin-in-law) who are dentists (one endodontist, one periodontist & two
in general practice). My cousin Marshal’s (the endodontist) wife has a PhD. in economics and, at that
time, was a professor at the University of South Dakota. Angeline (Marshall's wife) & | (a lawyer in
my previous life) were always the odd ducks in our otherwise medical family. Then | became a pastor.

While gathered together around ice cream, goodies, and family memories, that became the
subject of much discussion as my cousins questioned me about my new calling. While being
generally supportive, they also wondered if | missed the responsibilities that came with being a
lawyer. It was clear that although they did support me, they also saw my becoming a pastor as a bit of
a step backward. That's why, when | told them that | feel more responsibility to faithfully preach and
teach God’'s Word than | ever did as a lawyer, they seemed perplexed. Now, | love my family dearly,
but they didn’t understand what the Lord was telling young pastor Timothy when He said, “Watch your
life and doctrine (teaching) closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself
and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:16). That is the responsibility a pastor feels. Doctrine (God’s Word
and teaching) are life...eternal life, and as a pastor | can only serve God and His people by remaining
faithful to His Word.

With this in mind, | would like to share with you the prayer | pray right before | enter the
sanctuary for worship. It is the sacristy prayer of Dr. Martin Luther.

O Lord God, dear Father in heaven. | am indeed, unworthy of
the office and ministry in which | am to make known Thy glory and
to nurture and serve this congregation.

But since Thou hast appointed me to be a pastor and teacher, and
the people are in need of the teaching and the instructions, O be Thou
my helper and let Thy holy angels attend me.

Then if Thou art pleased to accomplish anything through me, to
Thy glory and not to mine or to the praise of men, grant me, out
of Thy pure grace and mercy a right understanding of Thy Word
and that | may also, diligently perform it.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, Thou Shepherd and Bishop

of our souls, send Thy Holy Spirit that He may work with me, yea, that

He may work in me to will and to do through Thy divine strength according
fo Thy good pleasure. Amen.

My prayer is that the Lord would be speaking His Word through me to you, His dear people;
because that Word is what we all need most of all. After all, God's Word; His doctrine {teaching) is
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ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN COLLECTION CENTER MILBANK

Relief for Human Need Worldwide

Hours Tuesday 3-5pm Wednesday & Saturday 10-noon

Orphan Grain Train partners with Mercy Meals to pack and ship highly nutritious fortified meals
(rice, soy and vitamin blends) to impoverished children, disaster victims and refugees globally.
Milbank’s OGT Collection Center added on to their building in 2018 for the purpose of packing
Mercy Meals. The room always has two packing lines set up. We have had as many as 6 lines.

So almost any size group could come pack and provide meals for many.

January through June of this year 59,174 meals have been readied. The bags are

placed in boxes, then on pallets and wrapped. These pallets are sent to Norfolk Nebraska via the
OGT semi.

A comment from Linda and Tom Berens who frequently pack. “Our time spent packing Mercy
Meals is a very humbling experience. In a short 1 2 hours we affect so many people by providing
nutritious meals for them. A very small, easy to help out in a very big way!!

We don’t specifically ask for $$ when a group packs-but money is needed for buying the products
and packaging. For setting up a time to pack contact Duane Folk 605-924-6831. AND we always
pack the 1st Wednesday of every month at 9 am. Come and join. Linnea Schwandt

ARE ORDERED

We have ordered 75-100 lugs of peaches and
hope they arrive sometime in August.

We do not have pricing or a firm date yet, but Fellowship Hall .
watch for further annoucements Sunday in ““
- [ 2
church or on our social media pages. Frls STARTS AT 7 PM #\ ’_, 3L
Thanks for your support of our youth programs! e Follow Me, Boys! i
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August 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9am Worship Service with 9am Mercy Meal Packing 9am Mission Sewing | 1lam 9am Bible Study—Men’s
Holy Communion 6pm Sourdough 2pm Mid-week Worship with | Group Meets Worship Service at | Group
10:30 am Fellowship fol- Workshop 6pm Elders’ Mtg Holy Communion St. Willtams Care | 5pm Worship Service at
lowed by Bible Study Center Trinity—Corona
10:30 S8 Teacher Mtg 8pm AA Meeting
9 10 11 i2 13 14 15
9am Worship Service 5:30 Bulldog Pre- ipm - LOE (LWML) | 2pm Mid-week Worship with | 11am Worship Service 9am Fellowship Hall
10:30 am Fellowship fol- school Orientation | Meeting Holy Communion at Park Place Reserved by H. Riley
lowed by Bible Study in Fellowship Hall | 5:30pm - Youth Board lpm - Bible Study
6pm - Evangelism & 8pm AA Meeting 5pm Worship Service at
Stewardship Trustee Trinity—Corona
Board
7pm Church Council 7pm Movie Night—
Meeting Fellowship Hall
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
%9am Worship Service with Spm - Worship Service at
Holy Communion Trinity in Corona
10:30 am Fellowship fol- 8pm AA Meeting
lowed by Bible Study
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9am Worship Service 2pm Mid-week Worship with | 12:30 Vespers Peace- Spm - Worship Service at
10:30 am Fellowship fol- Holy Communion ful Pines Trinity in Corona
lowed by Bible Study 6pm Confirmation Meeting 1pm - Bible Study
2:30 Vespers St. Williams with Parents and Students 2:30 Worship Service
3:15 Vespers Park Place grades 5-8th at Wilmot Care Center
4:00 Vespers Avantara 8pm AA Meeting
Newsletter Articles Due to
office.
30 3

9am Worship Service with
Holy Communion

10:30 am Fellowship fol-
lowed by Bible Study

2:00 Congregational Meet-
ing at Emanuel with Wil-
mot and Corona







