Emanuel Lutheran Church
(A Member of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod)

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27,2026 9:00 a.m.

Welcome to Emanuel

We warmly welcome all who join us in worship today, especially our
visitors.  We invite you to join us for refreshments in the Fellowship
Hall following worship each Sunday and encourage you to sign our guest
book and the friendship records in the pews.

A nursery room is available in the back of the church. We also have
activity bags available for all children. Please ask one of the Ushers for
directions.

Our Mission

Emanuel Lutheran Church shares the love of God the Father, by
proclaiming the Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, guided by the Holy
Spirit, showing love for all people, lending a helping hand to those in
need, and equipping God’s people for ministry.

Serving in Worship: Rev. Dr. Chris Davis
Organist: Linda Kolb  Sound Tech: Dave Schamber

Service Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV®
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


https://www.cph.org/p-102-lutheran-service-book-altar-book.aspx

Service of Prayer and Preaching (LSB 260)

Opening Hymn “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” (LSB 610)
Opening Versicles Common (LSB 260)

Old Testament Canticle

Reading from Lutheran Confessions

Old Testament Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 2As | live, declares
the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold,
all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is
mine: the soul who sins shall die. ... 2>“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord
is not just." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your
ways that are not just? 2When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he
has done he shall die. 2”Again, when a wicked person turns away from the
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save
his life. 22Because he considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.
2%Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of
Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
30“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his
ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions,
lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that
you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Epistle Philippians 2:1-18
1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of

one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others



more significant than yourselves. “Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others. °Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, ’but made
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. “Therefore God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, %o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 1°Therefore, my beloved, as you
have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 3for it is
God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Do
all things without grumbling or questioning, >that you may be blameless
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked
and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
%holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud
that | did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if | am to be poured out as
a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with you all. 8Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
Special Music - Choir
Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-32
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-first chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

2When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
24)esus answered them, “| also will ask you one question, and if you tell me
the answer, then | also will tell you by what authority | do these things.
2>The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 2°But if we



say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was
a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things. 28“What
do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son,
go and work in the vineyard today.’ 2 And he answered, ‘| will not,’ but
afterward he changed his mind and went. *°And he went to the other son
and said the same. And he answered, ‘| go, sir,’ but did not go. 3*Which of
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the
kingdom of God before you. 3?For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward
change your minds and believe him.”

P This is the Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God
Responsory-Common (LSB 263)

Catechism/Ten Commandments (LSB 264)

Apostles’ Creed (LSB 264)

Lord’s Prayer

Sermon Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” (LSB 655)
Sermon

Offering

Prayer (LSB 265)

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and
love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You
have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Collect for the Word (LSB 265)

Morning Prayer (LSB 266)

New Testament Canticle (LSB 266)

Blessing (LSB 267)

Closing Hymn “Praise the Almighty” (LSB 797)
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